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tives of Holy Writ, by sensible representations of
awful facts, where the punishment .of vice, and the
reward of virtue, were unfolded, could have taught
nothing hurtful; and in this view these religious
dramas rest upon much less questionable principles of
morality than many of the popular productions of
more civilized ages. Might not these plays also
excite the desire of examining the source whence
they were derived, and thus conduce, in a partial
degree, to a general knowledge of the Scriptures,
an investigation of the errors of the existing creed,
and eventually to the overthrow of the papal power ?
In a later age the stage Was successfully resorted
to, as an auxiliary to the pulpit. Both the Roman
Catholics and Protestants rendered religious plays the
vehicles of opinion2, where truths were frequently
elicited, though too often sullied by expressions of
the bitterest censure and intolerance3. Amongst the
Reformers, Bale stood foremost in seizing this
weapon, and, whilst dramatizing in his " Comedies "
various parts of the Scriptures, he powerfully exposed
the abuses of the Romish Church 4, and inculcated

a Burney's Hist/Music, iv. 83.

s The, Privy Council in the reign of Queen Mary, (30th April,
1556,3 addressed a letter to the Earl of Shrewsbury, ** President
of the Counsell iti the North," (and which is briefly quoted by
Mr. Malone at p. 44) ; stating that they had lately been
informed " that sertaine lewdepsonnes, to the nombre of 6 or 7
In a company, naming themsellfs to be Servaunts unto Sir Frauncis
Leek, and wearing l}is livery, and badge on theyr sieves, have wan-
dered abowt those North partes, and represented certaine playes
and interludes, conteyning very naughty and seditious matter
touching the King and Quene's Ma.ts, and the state of the realme*
and to the slaund'er of Christens true and Catholik religion" Hie
performance of such playes is then prohibited, the Servants of Sir
F. Leek are to be sought for, " and ordred according to theyr de-
serts," and on any repetition of the offence to be *' punished as
vagabounds." Lodge's Illustrations, i. 212.

4 Amongst the Plays of Bale may be enumerated, " A brefe
Comedy or Enterlude of lohan Baptystes preaehynge in the Wyl-
dernesse." [Harl. Miscel. i. 97.]
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